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T he Minneapolis 
Collective of Pagan 
Artists is opening 
the doors to the 

underworld.
Its upcoming exhibit, 

“Doorways to the Under-
world,” is the collective’s 
first foray into the main-
stream ar t community. 
They will present paintings, 
masks, multimedia instal-
lations and live drawings at 
the Stevens Square Center 
for the Arts.

Paganism is a spiritual-
ity that incorporates many 
gods and goddesses into 
its worship and practice.  

Pagans are chiefly con-
cerned with honoring an-
cestors and relatives who 
have passed away and com-
munion with nature.

Four core members form 
the Minneapolis Collective 
of Pagan Artists, and the 
exhibit also features three 
guest artists. Each artist will 
show three or four pieces at 
the exhibit. The collective is 
thrilled to extend an invita-
tion to an underworld spiri-
tual experience to the public 
for the first time. 

“I’ve been so excited I 
can hardly sleep. It’s kind of 
huge because our work has 
not typically been accepted 
in the regular art world,” 
ar tist  and core MCPA  

member Anne Marie For-
rester said. “I’ve never got-
ten into a major gallery or 
major show. I think it has 
something to do with peo-
ple being uncomfor table 
with things that are outside 
the Christian mainstream.”

Forrester discovered 
Paganism when she was in 
college. She had a Catholic 
upbringing, but her mother 
also raised her as a feminist.

“In my teenage years, I 
had a really hard time rec-
onciling those two things,” 
Forrester said. “I star ted 
doing a series of paintings, 
and I didn’t really know 
what to make of it until a 
friend gave me a book on 
Wicca. I opened it up and 

encountered the word ‘god-
dess’ and suddenly I knew 
what I was painting.”

“Door ways to the Un-
der world” represents a 
milestone for the collective.

“It’s like being on the 
threshold of a new develop-
ment,” MCPA core member 
Paul Rucker said. “[Pagans] 
are at a point now where 
we’re culturally mature 
enough where we can show 
our art, what our culture 
means and how it expresses 
itself through us.”

Roger Williamson, MCPA 
core member and founder of 
Dinkytown’s Magus Books 
and Herbs, has been orga-
nizing Pagan rituals and fes-
tivals in the Twin Cities area 

since the 1990s. He too be-
lieves that “Doorways to the 
Underworld” is a major step 
in educating the public about 
Paganism in a positive way.

“The show was to find a 
way to an alternative view of 
spirituality that a lot of people 
are not aware of,” William-
son said.

One of Williamson’s oil 
paintings portrays the myth-
ological Orpheus’ descent in-
to the underworld to rescue 
his dead wife, Eurydice. The 
god of the underworld, Ha-
des, compelled by Orpheus’ 
music, allows him to return 
with Eurydice to the upper 
world on one condition: Or-
pheus must travel in front of 
her and not look back until 

they reach the surface.
Williamson’s piece spe-

cifically depicts the moment 
when Orpheus breaks Ha-
des’ condition and looks 
back at Eurydice before she 
has reached the surface, con-
demning her to the under-
world forever.

Williamson applies glaz-
ing techniques from 1800s 
pre-Raphaelite painters to 
give an ethereal quality to 
the dream-like composition 
of the painting. His use of the 
full gamut of color renders 
Eurydice’s descent into the 
underworld with psyche-
delic richness, testifying to 
the sublime quality of Pagan 
spirituality.

The month of October, 
particularly Halloween, is an 
important time to the Pagan 
community. As the leaves fall 
and plants wither, Pagans 
embrace and celebrate death 
as a part of life.

“Most of us believe that 
the veils between the worlds 
fall apart a little bit more at 
Halloween than at any other 
time of the year,” MCPA core 
member Ali Beyer said. “I 
don’t believe my mother’s 
gonna come and hang out 
with me; I’m not wacky. I be-
lieve that I might get a dream 
from her or be able to com-
municate with her in subtle 
ways. I think she realizes that 
she’s being remembered.”

Pagans view the under-
world as a place where they 
can apprehend the ineffable 
spiritual truths of the uni-
verse. They do this through 
dreams, meditation and art.

“An artist is like a sha-
man,” Rucker said. “They’re 
going out into the spirit 
world and bringing some-
thing back that is a reflection 
of their personal encounter, 
so they can share it with oth-
er people.”

Williamson believes that 
“Doorways to the Under-
world” will present an oppor-
tunity for people to experi-
ence spirituality in a new way.

“It’s dangerous, but we’ve 
got to do this sanitization of 
life,” Williamson said. “The 
underworld is where we’re 
empowered. It’s a place of 
challenges, where we are 
initiated into another world. 
Art is a gateway to the under-
world.”

BY GRANT TILLERY 
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W hen Dave and 
Laura  Hoe -
nack bought 
Hymie’s Vin-

tage Records five years ago, 
the store operated out of a 
dingy building on a then-
dead block of East Lake 
Street. The recession was 
nigh, and the couple dealt 
with the obstacle of an in-
suf ferable landlord who 
tried to shut them down.

“The guy that owned 
the building is an absolute 
crook,” Dave Hoenack said. 
“He’s like a Dickensian  
villain.” 

“He wouldn’t give us 
more than a month-to-
month rent,” Laura Hoe-
nack chimed in.  

Five years later, Hymie’s 
has relocated down the 
street and is the darling of 
record store aficionados far 
and wide. It earned a spot 

on USA Today’s 2014 list 
of top-10 record stores and 
received attention in Roll-
ing Stone. Building on their 
momentum, the Hoenacks 
recently started their own 
record label, Hymie’s Re-
cords, which they run out 
of the shop.

The label was long a 

pipedream for the couple, 
but it became a reality when 
local folk artist Brian Laid-
law took the idea and ran 
with it after Dave Hoenack 
mentioned it in passing.

“At this year’s block par-
ty, I was telling Brian how 
I wish people still made 
45s, and I really wanted 

to do that this year,” Dave 
Hoenack said. “He was the 
first person who took it se-
riously and actually went, 
and wrote two songs and re-
corded them, and came to 
me and said, ‘I haven’t mas-
tered them yet, but here are 

An odyssey to the underworld
The Minneapolis Collective of Pagan Artists invites the public to experience the 

underworld in its debut exhibit, “Doorways to the Underworld.”
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Record store owners Dave and Laura Hoenack show off the first two releases from their 
new in-house record label, Hymie’s Vintage Records.
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Hymie’s Vintage 
Records recently 
launched its house 
record label, Hymie’s 
Records.
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T he philosophical 
t r a v e l  a g e n c y 
named “Existentia” 
helps people travel 

across the map and through 
life. 

In an interactive perfor-
mance art piece created by 
Roger Nieboer, visitors bio-
metrically scan their hands 
and fill out a questionnaire 
concerning their interest in 
travel. Afterward, they meet 
with an “Existentia” consul-
tant for roughly 20 minutes. 
The conversation begins fo-
cused on where one wants 
to travel geographically, but 
depending on the visitor, the 
discussion may expand to life 
exploration. 

 “We get the full range of 
reaction, as you might imag-
ine. Some people just take it 
as a joke and kind of laugh 

their way through it … and 
other people take it very seri-
ously,” Nieboer said. “It just 
depends on the individual and 
what they bring to it.” 

Nieboer said he began 
forming the idea for the proj-
ect while contemplating the 
fact that some Americans 
have the option to jump on a 
plane and go anywhere they 
want. 

“In history, that’s a pretty 
unique opportunity,” he said. 
“So, then I got thinking, what 
does that mean philosophi-
cally or existentially? Where 
do I want to go?”

“Existentia” debuted 
as par t of the Nor thern 
Spark festival in 2013, 
and it also appeared in 
last summer’s Minnesota 
Fringe Festival and at the 
Paradise Theater in Nie-
boer’s hometown of Mora, 
Minn., this past spring. 
This weekend, “Existentia” 
will perform at the Weis-
mann Art Museum’s “Wan-
derlust,” a travel-themed  
celebration of fall exhibits.

Roger Nieboer’s 
“Existentia” provides 
an opportunity for 
reflection.

“Doorways to the 
Underworld” opening 
reception

Where Stevens Square 
Center for the Arts, 1904 S. 
Third Ave., Minneapolis 
When 7:30 p.m., Saturday
Cost Free


